FALL 2026

It’s Been a Year!

It’s hard to believe that just one
year ago I was blessed to become
the senior pastor at Myers
Memorial ~ United Methodist
Church.

I simply want share how great it
is to serve in a church filled with
people who serve and love Christ
the way you do. I hear more
people say, “yes! I want to be
part of that!”

I believe with every ounce of my
being that the people in our
church are making a big
difference in the most positive of
ways. I received a text recently
from someone who said she had
been watching online for quite
some time.

MYERS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURC

| From Pastor Andy

She lives a bit too far to drive
each week but she said that our
church has given her hope for
the future; in a way that she
hasn’t experienced in decades.

Church, we are living out our
mission, vision and outr core
values are fueling how continue
to extend God’s grace and love
to all. We are living out what it
means to be the hands and feet
of Jesus and I am proud to be
your senior pastor and walk
together into a bright and
beautiful future with Jesus.

Our Mission is to cultivate a
Christ-centered community that
welcomes, loves and serves one

another and the world.

Our Vision is to love God, love
others, and make disciples of Jesus
Christ.
Our Core Values
Christ-Centered
Our relationship with Jesus Christ
grounds and informs our ministry,
mission, and vision.
Mission-Minded
Serving, helping, teaching, and
reaching is a vital way we live out
the call to minister with and for the
least, the last, and the lost.
Inclusive
Myers Memorial UMC embraces
and affirms all people to participate
fully in the mission, ministry, and
leadership of the church.
Grounded in Love
Myers Memorial UMC holds firm
and embodies the truth that all
people are worthy of God’s love.
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Pumpkin Season 2026

Pumpkin season is almost here, and there are
plenty of exciting dates to remember!

The Pumpkin Truck arrives on Saturday,
September 26, at 4p! Meet us in the Pumpkin
Patch as we unload this year's harvest. We have a
new pumpkin supplier and a new, easier way to
unload the pumpkins. You will still need to bring
your energy and strength, work gloves, and dress
for the weather! We hope this year will be more
relaxing and make for an enjoyable evening for all
ages!

Pumpkin Sunday is September 27 and we'll
gather for one worship service at 10a in the
Sanctuary followed by a churchwide potluck
lunch! A sign up genius will be available in
September to claim your dish! And be sure to
save room for dessert because the Harvest of
Sweets Bake Auction will follow! You'll need to
be the highest bidder to take home your favorite
treats.

MyersMemorialUMC.org/pumpkins

Pumpkin Patch volunteer sign ups will be available
in September. This year's shifts will be from 10a-1p,
1p-4p, 4p-5:30p, and 5:30p until dusk. Youth and
families will have the first opportunity to sign up
during the Youth Kickoff on August 23.

Here's a little extra motivation. If every Pumpkin
Patch shift is filled before the pumpkins arrive, our
pastors have agreed to be slimed with pumpkin
guts! Angie Flake is ready to make it happen, so
grab your calendars and help us fill every shift.

Our annual Trunk or Treat is also getting a refresh
this fall with the addition of a classic Fall Festival
featuring games, goodies, and candy for all. Join us
on Sunday, October 25 from 4p to 6p. We'd love
for you to join in the fun by hosting a trunk or a
game/activity.

As sign ups and contact persons are assigned, the
information will be updated on the Pumpkin
webpage.
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Mid Year Financial Update

We're halfway through the year!
Thank you for your faithful
generosity and support of the
ministries of Myers Memorial
UMC! We've been strategic in our
spending and anticipate a number
expenditures in the
coming months as we continue to
address  needs the
building.

If you have questions about the
church's finances, please contact
Chris McCullen,  704-616-8259,
ccmccullen@gmail.com who is

of large

around

our Finance and Stewardship
Chair. We will celebrate
Consecration Sunday on

November 15 and invite you to
commit to your 2027 giving.

If you have questions about your
personal giving or would like to
see

your year-to-date

giving
statements are available in the

contributions,  mid-year
Narthex. You may also contact

Amelia Bumgardner at finance@
myersmemorialumc.org, or via the

MyersMemorialUMC.org/give

Church Business Office, 704-864-
3222, with any questions.

As summer ends and it seems as
fall gets busier, consider setting up
recurring giving through through
your personal banking institution
or via Vanco Online Giving at
myersmemotialumec.org/give.
Your consistent generosity helps
sustain the ministries and mission
of our church throughout the year.

mid-year
report

budget needed
receijved 'H’\rOugh givin
budget surplus $22,702.93

$379,257.30
$401,960.23

WWW.MYERSMEMORIALUMC.ORG



Music at Myers

Have you ever thought about sharing your
gifts through music? Whether you've sung in
a choir for years, played handbells, or simply
love to make a joyful noise, there's a place for
you in the Myers Music Ministry!

Music Ministry Kick Off on Wednesday,
August 26, from 6p to 8p. in the CFC. This
evening is open to everyone who would like
to learn more about our music ministries,
directors and members, and
discover where you might fit in!

meet the

Music Ministry Opportunities

Chancel Choir rechearses on Wednesdays at
7p and sings in the 11a worship service and
rehearsals resume August 5.

Mark your calendars for the Chancel Choir
Retreat, October 9-10 at the church, as we
prepare for another meaningful season of
worship together.

Praise Team rehearses from 5:30p to 6:30p
on Sundays and leads worship music in the 9a
service.

Chancel Bells resumes weekly rehearsals on
Wednesday, September 2 at 6p and ring in the
11a worship service about once each month.

NEW this Fall! Praise Choir

Praise Choir will rehearse on the last Sunday
of each month at 6:15p to 7:15p with plans to
sing on the first Sunday of each month at the
9a worship service. The first rehearsal is
August 30, with the first time leading worship
on September 13 due to Labor Day weekend.

Instrumental Ministry Do you play an
instrument? We'd love to hear from youl
Contact Logan (dtlogan828@gmail.com) if
you're interested in sharing your musical gifts
in worship.

No matter your experience level, there's a
place for you. You are invited to explore how
God can use your gifts to help lead our
congregation in worship!

Laura Beatty & Logan McGuire,
Co-Directors of Music Ministry (@ Myers
music@myersmemotialumc.org

Vacation Bible Camp 2026

Vacation Bible Camp may be over, but our calling
continues: to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly
with our God.

At The Table: feeding your soul

This August and September, join us for a worship series
exploring the core values that shape who we are as the people
of Myers Memorial. Through Scripture and the familiar image
of food and the meal table, we'll discover how Christ calls us
to welcome, love, and serve.

August 16: Inclusive (Luke 19:1-10)

Pastor Sarah explores Jesus' meal with Zacchaeus and what it
means when you have unexpected guests, or even unexpected
"ingredients," at the table. We'll discover that Jesus' invitation
always makes room for more.

August 23 Grounded in Love (Ephesians 3:14-20)

Pastor Andy reflects on Paul's prayer that we be rooted in
Christ's love. When we are grounded in God's love, we find
the stability, freedom, and security to live faithfully.

August 30 Mission-Minded (James 2:14-19, 206)

Pastor Drew reminds us that faith is more than belief. It is
lived through joyful service. We'll be encouraged to put our
faith into action as we seck to "do all the good we can."
September 6 Christ-Centered (John 21:4-14)

Pastor Andy concludes the series as we gather around the
Lotd's Table, remembering that Jesus invites each of us to
"come and dine" and there’s a place at God’s table reserved
for youl!

We hope you'll join us as we celebrate the values that define
our life together and grow deeper in our calling to be a
Christ-centered community that welcomes, loves, and serves.

WWW.MYERSMEMORIALUMC.ORG



Myers Youth

The fall of Myers
Youth is almost here, and we
can't wait to get started! Keep an
eye on your mailbox for the
beloved Fridge Informer, or pick up
the magnetized calendar in the
Narthex in mid August.

semester

This fall, Myers Youth returns
with a new meeting time of
Sundays from 4p to 5:30p. All
students in O6th through 12th
grades are invited to join us for
an exciting semester of Bible
study, service projects,
fellowship, and fun. Whether
you've been part of Myers Youth
for years or you're joining us for
the first time, there's a place for
you! Bring a Friend!

We'll kick off the fall by
gathering all youth and families

on Sunday, August 23, in the
CFC.

On August 30, September 13,
October 4, and November 8,
we'll gather for Questions of
Faith, an interactive Bible study
where no question is off limits.

Our Sunday Serve opportunities
include building a Rainbow
Bridge Project on September 0,
helping prepare the Pumpkin
Patch with a Patch Party on
September 20, and serving in the
Rotary Garden on October 11.
Don’t forget the Walk for
Wellness on October 3.

MyersMemortialUMC.org/youth

IG: mmumcyouth FB: myersyouth

We'll also help unload pumpkins
on September 26, participate in
Pumpkin Sunday on September
27,  serve the
Pumpkin Patch season, and wrap
up with Pumpkin Patch Cleanup
on November 1.

throughout

We'll welcome a special guest
speaker on October 18 and join
the churchwide Fall Festival and
Trunk or Treat on Sunday,
October 25 from 4p-6p.

Don't forget Sunday School,
which meets every Sunday from
9:45 to 10:30 a.m. in the Youth

Lounge.

Confirmation will kick off in
October and conclude in April.
This intentional journey invites
youth to explore their faith in
Jesus while being paired with a
mentor who walks alongside
them every step of the way. Any
student in OGth through 12th
grades who has not previously
participated in Confirmation is
invited  to
families

join.  Interested
encouraged  to
contact Pastor Drew for more
information, 205.482.487 or

Drew(@MyersMemorialUMC.org

are

Save the Date for Mission Trip
July 11-17, 2027.

We hope you'll join us this fall as
we ask big questions, serve
others, and grow together in

Christ.

The Wash Hut
Expansion

Since opening in June 2025, The
Wash Hut has welcomed more than
200  guests, offering  showers,
laundry, and the hospitality of
Christ. Thanks to the dedication of
our volunteers, the growing needs of
our community, and the generosity
supporters, this ministry
continues to expand.

of our

Each Monday, volunteers continue
to welcome guests with showers,
and
compassionate  care.  Beginning
August 15, we'll also offer Third
&  Breakfast,
providing a hot meal alongside
shower the third
Saturday of each month.

laundry, conversation,

Saturday  Showers

services on

We celebrate a $9,500 Reynolds
Grant that is helping launch our
Third Saturday Showers & Breakfast
ministry and a $15,000 Glenn
Foundation Grant that will fund the
addition of a
allowing us to serve even more

second shower,

neighbors.

Every towel folded, every breakfast
served, every load of laundry
washed, and every conversation

shared reminds our neighbors that
they are loved and valued. Thank
you to the many volunteers, donors,
grant partners, and supporters who
continue to make this life changing
ministry possible.

Interested in  serving?  Visit
myersmemotialumec.org/ TWH to

learn more and sign up.

Back to School Blessings | Sunday, August 9 | 9a and 11a

Bring your Bible Buddy, Backpack, Work Bag or Diaper Bag and
start your school year with prayer and a blessing!

WWW.MYERSMEMORIALUMC.ORG



11th Annual Walk for Wellness

The 11th Annual
Wellness take
Saturday, October 3, from 11a to
1p at Myers Memorial UMC. We

invite everyone in our church and

Walk for

will place on

community to join us for this
meaningful day of fellowship,

wellness, and hope.

Originally started in honor of the
late Rev. Henry A. Justice, the
Walk for Wellness has grown
5K
community-wide health fair and

from a small into a
walk that welcomes people of all
ages and abilities. Over the past
eleven years, the event has raised
thousands of dollars to support
the important work of Cancer

Services of Gaston County.

Want a T-Shirt?
SC r
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SCAN ME!
for the Walk Website

Cancer Services provides practical,
compassionate support for local
individuals and families facing
cancer. Their services including
transportation to treatments, wigs,

bra

nutritional support, and financial

mastectomy fittings,
assistance with utilities are offered
free of charge to those they serve.

There are many ways you can be
part of this yeat's event:

» Register to walk.

e Become an event sponsor.

e Purchase a Walk for Wellness
T-shirt.

o New this Year! Create your
own fundraising page and/or
team.

e Invite a healthcare or wellness
organization to participate in
the health fair.

e Volunteer or simply come
enjoy the day.

Kathryn Lariviere & Allison Evanoff
WalkforWellnessInfo@gmail.com

Our goal this year is to raise
$20,000 to help Cancer Services
continue meeting the growing
needs of our community. Sunday
School classes are also invited to
participate  in  a  friendly
fundraising competition, with the
winning class receiving breakfast
and homemade goodies.

In addition to the walk, attendees
can enjoy wellness vendors, the
OneBlood Blood Drive, a mobile
mammogram bus, food trucks,
family-friendly activities, and a
touching Cancer Survivor
Ceremony featuring stories of

hope and resilience.

Whether
sponsor, donate, or simply come

you walk, volunteer,

to support your neighbors, your
participation makes a difference.
We hope you'll join us for this
special day as we walk together to
bring hope and healing to our

community.

The Sandwich Brigade is Ready for Action

The Sandwich Brigade has faithfully provided a
simple supper for children at the West Gastonia
Boys & Girls Club for many years. During the
school year, volunteers gather on the first Monday
of October, November, December, February,
March, April, and May to prepare and pack
sandwiches that help nourish local children.

As we prepare for another season of serving, we're
looking for one or two Brigade Captains to help
lead this ministry. The volunteers are already in
place. We simply need someone to organize the
monthly packing, communicate with volunteers,

and help keep this meaningful ministry running
smoothly.

If you have a heart for serving children and a
gift for organization, we'd love to talk with you.

Please contact the church office,
welcome@myersmemotialumc.org,
or call 704-864-3222; Cam Jenkins
camjenks@live.com; or Pastor

@Aﬂm*@
lgm(lwich
rigade
Drew, drew@myersmemotialumc.org
to learn more about becoming a
Sandwich Brigade Captain.

WWW.MYERSMEMORIALUMC.ORG



Senior Seekers www.MyersMemotial UMC.org/Oldetr-Adults

Senior Seekers is a welcoming
community for older adults who
enjoy fellowship, good food, and
together. The
group typically meets on the third
Thursday of each month for

new adventures

September is for Serving There
will be no gathering in Sept. as
everyone  to
participate in the
Intergenerational Mission Trip
and serve alongside our church

we encourage

lunch, day trips, and other fun
outings.

family. Contact Pastor Drew.

Save the Date ~ October 21

We’re headed to the Southern
Supreme Fruitcake & More
Factory in Bear Creek! Hop on
the bus for a day trip, a behind-

Be sure to check each month's
details for locations, activities, and
any associated costs.

For mote information, Contact e scenes look at one of NC’s
Heathf.:r Steffey, _ Ministry g geetest traditions,  sample
Coordinator & Senior Seekers  jolicious treats. and spend the
liaison, at 704-864-3222, ext. 105, day making I’nemories More

heather@myersmemorialume.org details, including departure time,

cost, & registration information,
will be shared as the trip gets
closer. You won't want to miss
this tasty fall adventure!

Lunch Bunch Join us on
Thursday, August 20, at 11:30 a.m.
for lunch at Eggs Up Grill. We'll
meet at the restaurant on New
Hope Rd. for good food, great

conversation, and fellowship.

Church Office Hours Monday - Thursdays | 9a to 1p
The Church Office will be Closed on September 6

Honoring First Responders

Join us on Sunday, September 20, during the 9a service, as we honor
our local first responders with a special recognition during the 9a
worship service. We invite all first responders to be our guests at
worship and with a breakfast following as we celebrate and thank
them for their service to our community. For more information,
please Tanya FEarle (Lunsford), 704.678.7122, or
tlmartinm@gmail.com.

contact

You Might Be Interested...

Who We Are and What We Believe by Laceye C. Warner explores the
distinctives of the Wesleyan tradition, including God's grace, personal
transformation, and a commitment to justice, compassion, and service.
Readers will gain a deeper understanding of United Methodist beliefs
and how faith is lived out in everyday life. Selected as the text for the
2026 Western North Carolina Conference Clergy Ethics Workshops,
the book is ideal for personal reading or as a six week small group
study, with companion videos and a leader guide available. If your
small group chooses this study, please let Heather Steffey know
(heather@myersmemorialumc.org, 704-864-3222, 105).

The Myers
Makers Market

The Myers Makers Market is a
unique pop up artisans market
hosted throughout the Advent
season. More than just a place to
shop, it's an opportunity to
celebrate the many creative gifts
and talents within our church
while supporting the mission and
outreach ministries of Myers

Memorial UMC.

We're looking for creators to help
make this year's market our best
yet. If you make handmade,
handcrafted, or  thoughtfully
curated items, we'd love to feature
your work. We know it takes a
moment to create or pick the
perfect piece(s) yet we wish to
have all merchandise the Sunday
before Thanksgiving. The Market
is expected to open the Saturday
after Thanksgiving (November
28), with  shopping
announced closer to the season.
The Myers Makers Market will
also host a booth at the Gastonia
Farmers’ Market in Decembet!

hours

b

Visitors of the Myers Makers
Market can browse a wonderful
selection of quilts, digital art,
watercolors, woodwork, stocking
stuffers, teacher gifts, and many
other one of a kind treasures.

If you'd like to contribute items or
learn more, please contact Donna
Lutz by phone or text (704-747-
7107). Your creativity helps make
the Makers Market a special
Advent tradition and extends the
reach of Myers Memorial UMC's

ministries into our community.

WWW.MYERSMEMORIALUMC.ORG



Embrace Young Adult Group

The Embrace Small Group meets every other Monday at 6
p.m. in CFC 106. Each gathering begins with sharing the highs
and lows of the week before exploring how our faith speaks to
relevant topics and questions. Childcare is provided during the
study, and everyone is welcome.

This fall's topics include Faith and Music (August 10), Show
and Tell Night (August 24), The Trinity (September 7), Born
Again? (September 21), What Is Prayer? (October 5), and
Gender Egalitarianism (October 19).

The group also enjoys spending time together outside of
Monday nights. On Friday, August 21, from 6:45 to 9 p.m.,
everyone is invited to join us for dinner and karaoke at Seoul
Food South End.

Embrace meets monthly for trivia and other fun activities,
making it easy to build friendships beyond Monday nights. To
get connected, visit myersmemortialumec.org/young-adults.
Embrace is also on TikTok! Follow the young adult
shenanigans at @myers.embrace.coh.

i
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Beyond a Broken Heart

Grief can feel overwhelming, but you don't have to walk
through it alone. Beyond a Broken Heart is a supportive group
for anyone grieving the loss of a loved one. Led by Julie Pitt, a
licensed clinician with both professional expertise and personal
experience with grief, this group offers a safe, compassionate
place to share, find encouragement, and take steps toward
healing. No matter where you are in your grief journey, you are
welcome. To learn more or sign up, contact Heather Steffey at
704-864-3222, ext. 105.

Rhythms of Prayer

What if prayer became less about finding the right words and
more about developing a rhythm of life with God? Beginning
September 13, join us for Rhythms of Prayer, a six week
worship series exploring different ways we pray. Together we'll
prayers
intercession, petition, and praying Scripture, with a simple
prayer practice to carry with us each week. Whether prayer

discover of praise, confession, thanksgiving,

comes naturally or feels like a struggle, we pray this sermon
series will help you deepen your conversation with God and
grow in faith.

Let’s TACObout It!

Keep an eye on your mailbox! This
month, families with children will receive
a special delivery from Myers Children's
Ministry: a packet of taco seasoning and
a simple invitation to gather around the
table. Are you tasting a theme with
Pastor Sarah this year?

We know life gets busy, especially as
summer winds down and a new school
year begins. Sometimes the
meaningful moments happen over an
ordinary meal. Our "Let's Taco 'Bout It!"
family night is designed to make dinner a
little more fun while
conversations that matter.

most

encouraging

Along with the taco seasoning, you'll find
conversation starters to help your family
share favorite summer memories, talk
about hopes and worries for the school
year, encourage one another, and make
space to talk about God and pray
together.

Our hope is that this small gift reminds
you that faith grows not only at church
but also around your own kitchen table.
We can't wait to hear what your family
talks about!

Happy taco night! ~Pastor Sarah
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Winter Newsletter Due, Oct. 15
Blessing of the Animals, Nov. 14
LoveFeast, Dec. 5, 5p

Lessons & Carols, Dec. 12, 9a & 11a
Blue Christmas, Dec. 20 2p
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 5p

One Worship Service, Dec, 27, 10a

WWW.MYERSMEMORIALUMC.ORG
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006 PUMPKIN SEASON 5

Saturday, Sept. 26, 4p Pumpkins Arrive

Sunday, Sept. 27, 10a Pumpkin Sunday |
Potluck Lunch & Harvest of Sweets Bake Goods Auction >‘

Saturday, Oct. 2, 11a-1p Walk For Wellness
Sunday, Oct 25, 4p-6p Fall Festival and
Trunk-o-Treats
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