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TheMessenger

Hey Church, I think it’s time for

another story from the life of  a

stepmom to the dog. Yes, yes, we

are due for a Cokie story. As a

reminder, Cokie is a 5-year-old

Airedoodle. She is not trained

very well and is, at times, the

bane of  my existence, yet I do

love her to pieces.

I’ll just say this about her. She is

intransigent. Look it up. It fits for

most of  us.

The other day, Mark & I were

going to take Cokie to The Farm.

The Farm is a 15-acre lot of  land

that Mark’s family owns near

Seagrove, NC. We were excited

to take her so she could run &

run & run some more off  leash. 
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In truth, she is the best dog

when she is off leash. She listens.

She is attentive. She listens.

Let me set the stage. She was

outside in our fenced-in

backyard. She had been out all

morning as we hurriedly

prepared so we could get on the

road and begin our journey with

our precious and perfect baby.

Those are Mark’s words.

Cokie refused to come into the

house. She is too quick to catch,

and we were out of her favorite

“I’ll come in the house for that treat

and that treat alone” treat. So Mark

& I sat in quiet anger at this dog,

who was not listening to us, for

more than 30 minutes, closer to

an hour if I’m honest. 

Cokie Missed Out

The coaxing & begging did not

work. The bribing & fussing did not

work either. 

So Cokie missed out. 

The good news is, even in our own

intransigence, God never gives up

on us. God continues to call us to

come inside to the banquet table.

God calls us to come and see the

goodness of  what is around the

corner. God loves us. Period. And if

it is possible, God loves us more

than we love our precious, perfect

Cokie.
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Summer Worship

Summer Worship continues

online and onsite in the Sanctuary  

each Sunday at 9a and 11a.  Take

us with you as you travel because

no matter where you are, worship

is live streamed via Facebook,

YouTube and the front page of

our website.

This summer, we’ll explore the

story of Nehemiah, study Micah

6:8, dive into the book of Jude

and more! We’ll also celebrate

Annual Conference Sunday with

Rev. Everett Stoddard and Rev.

Nora Jerzak breaking open God’s

word in Worship.

A Special Summer Worship

Service is on July 5, we’ll gather

together for one combined

worship service at 10a in the

CFC! 

Come be part of what God is

doing for, through, and among

us!

The Vision of  Myers Memorial

UMC is to Love God, Love People

and Make Disciples.

Mission, Vision & Core Values of  Myers Memorial UMC 

The Mission of  Myers

Memorial United Methodist

Church is to cultivate a Christ-

centered community that

welcomes, loves and serves one

another and the world. 

Core Values

Christ Centered  Our relationship with Jesus Christ grounds and

informs our ministry, mission, and vision.

Mission-Minded  Serving, helping, teaching, and reaching is a

vital way we live out the call to minister with and for the least, the

last and the lost. 

Inclusive  Myers Memorial UMC embraces and affirms all

people to participate fully in th emission, ministyr, and leadership

of  the church.

Grounded in Love  Myers Memorial UMC holds firm and

embodies the truth that all people are worth of  God’s Love.

Sermon Series | May 3 ~ June 7

Nehemiah reveals a God who keeps promises, restores communities, and works

through ordinary people. In this series, we’ll see how faithful discernment and

intentional action matter—because the work God calls us to is worth doing well. As we

follow Nehemiah’s story, we’ll discover how God’s grace invites us not just into

renewal, but into thoughtful, active participation in rebuilding lives, strengthening

community, and joining in God’s kingdom work.

Nehemiah: Measure Twice. Cut Once.

Pumpkin Sunday and Saturday

Clear your calendars beacause

there are new shift times and sign-

ups go live at the end of August.

Youth get first dibs, then the rest

of the church can choose their

Patch dates. We love the Pumpkin

friendships that are formed each

year by folks serving in the patch.

Stay tuned for even more exciting

events in the Patch this fall!

The Pumpkin Truck rolls in on

a Saturday, September 26  for

the 46  year!  Mark your

calendar and we’ll begin looking

for the truck around 4p. Join us

for church-family fun afternoon

in the Patch! We have a new

supplier handling the major part

of the unloading, but all hands

are still needed to help move

pumpkins into place! Stick

around for dinner with on-site

vendors and a special movie in

The Patch!

th

Then come back on Sunday,

September 27, for one

combined worship service at

10a, followed by a potluck

celebrating who we are as the

Pumpkin Church. The Harvest

of Sweets Auction/Bake Sale

will also return!

Church Office Hours

Monday - Thursdays

9a to 1p & by appointment

The Church Office will be

Closed on Thursday, June

18 in observance of

Juneteenth and Thursday,

July 2 in observance of

Independence Day
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Don’t Let Your Giving Take a Vacation!

Summer is a busy time for travel and family fun but the

ministry of Myers Memorial UMC continues all year long!

Your faithful giving supports worship, missions, youth

programs, community outreach, and so much more, even

during the no-so-quieter summer months. Setting up online

or automatic giving is an easy way to ensure that your

support for the church remains steady and strong, even when

you're away. Every gift makes a difference in helping us live

out our mission and serve our neighbors with love.  To set

up automatic giving, please visit your financial institution or

www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/give. Thank you for being a

vital part of Myers Memorial UMC!

The Micah Way: Following God’s Compass

Thanks to your continual giving

to the church budget as well as a

generous contribution

supporting our children’s and

youth ministries, VBC is more

affordable than we could have

imagined. The cost covers two

nights of lodging, five meals, and

all activities:

$50 for children (9 & under)

$100 for ages 10 & up

(camp cabins)

$150 for ages 10 & up (guest

lodge)

VBC is more than an event ~ it’s

a shared journey of  faith, fun,

and fellowship.

Come be part of  

this meaningful 

weekend as we 

learn, serve, and 

grow together.

Act Justly
Love Mercy

Walk Humbly

This summer, we’re reimagining

Vacation Bible School into

something bigger, deeper, and

more connected. Welcome to

Vacation Bible Camp (VBC) ~ a

weekend designed for the whole

church family. Whether you come

as a family unit, a group of

friends, or a mix of generations,

VBC is a chance to grow in faith

together in a setting that

welcomes all ages and abilities.

VBC takes place July 17–19, 2026,

beginning Friday evening and

concluding Sunday morning at

Christmount Christian Assembly.

Nestled in the mountains, this

beautiful retreat setting gives us

space to slow down, connect, and

experience God in new ways.

Throughout the weekend, we’ll

explore the love of Jesus, the

wonder of God’s creation, and the

movement of the Holy Spirit

through Bible study, hands-on

activities, service learning projects,

and shared meals. Our time

together will be directed by God’s

compass and paired with a guiding

word from Micah 6:8, helping us

reflect on the question: What does

the Lord require of us?

The schedule includes group

gatherings, project time, free time

to enjoy the campus, and

meaningful worship together.

Optional activities, like an early

tubing adventure or a Sunday

morning hike, add to the

experience.

Yes, this is an overnight event.

Participants can choose between

comfortable hotel rooms or a

classic camp cabin where family

groups can stay together and  

youth have the option to bunk in

cabin groups. Children (birth

through 5th grade) must attend with

a responsible adult.

Register for VBC at www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/vbc

Not going to VBC?  You won’t miss out!  Join us for 3

Sundays in July where we’ll dig deep into the scripture!
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This summer, our youth are

stepping out in faith to serve

others and grow in their walk with

Christ. Our Myers Youth Mission

Team will travel to Virginia for the

week of  June 7-13  in a

partnership with Appalachia

Service Project (ASP), working on

home repair projects that bring

warmth, safety, and dignity to

families in need.  

th

We will pray over the team in

worship on May 31 . We invite

you to pray for the team as they

prepare to serve, for safe travels,

open hearts, strong hands, and the

ability to be a reflection of  God's

love to those they meet. 

st

Pray also for the community they

will serve, that the seeds planted

through these acts of  service

would bear lasting fruit. Thank

you for surrounding our youth

with your support and

encouragement!

A unique aspect of  our team this

year - we’ll have 3 generations of

one family on the trip!

Myers Youth Participants: Hunter

Roberto, Ryleigh McLean, Gianna

Lineberger, Hattie Allen, Kyndal

Hardiman, Braxton Allen, Joel

Anderson, Sam Earls, Kam Thrift,

Zoey Blackmon, Marley

Blackmon, Jayda Elliott 

Adult Participants: Lynda Sides,

Randy Black, Cindy Gillespe,

Rusty Melton, Judy Seay, 

Tanya Lunsford, 

Gary Boggess and 

Pastor Drew.

Looking for a place to connect,

grow Looking for a place to

connect, grow in your faith, and

build meaningful relationships?

We invite you to join a small

group or class this season—there’s

a place for everyone!

As we move into the summer

months, schedules can shift, so be

sure to stay in touch with your

group leader and fellow members

about any changes.

Interested in getting connected or

trying something new? Reach out

to Heather Steffey, Ministry

Coordinator for Myers Memorial

at  704-864-3222 (ext. 105) or at

heather@myersmemorialumc.org

Here is a list of  current small

groups, meeting times, and

contact persons. And if  you feel

called to start something new, talk

with one of  our pastors as they’d

love to help you get started.

Sunday Night Women’s Study

Sundays, 3p, Choir Room

Laura Beatty,

music@myersmemorialumc.org

No meeting after May 17 until Sept.

Sunday Night Bible Study

Sundays, 6p, E106

Monday Night Embrace

Alternating Mondays, 6p-7p

MyersMemorialUMC.org/young-

adults

Thursday Morning Bible Study

Thursdays, 10a, E104

Everett Stoddard,

evstoddard51@gmail.com.  

No meeting in July & August

Sunday School Classes

These groups meet each Sunday

from 10a to 10:45a.  Stop by and

see what they’re studying - stay

awhile, stay for longer, it’s not

uncommon for folks to go from

class to class depending on the

topics. 

The Embrace Class 

Room 209, Matthew McCullen,

jeanna0513@gmail.com

Open Minds 

Room E104, Jennifer Rhodes,

jsmrhodes@gmail.com

Faith Meets Reason 

Room E105, Mark Hanna,

markeddeck@gmail.com

Friends in Faith 

Room E106, Angie Flake

lgh1986@aol.com 

Special Friends

Especially designed for high school to

adult ages, Room CFC106, Jerri

Lynn Boggess

jboggess10@gmail.com

Preschool Sunday School  

30 months-not started school

Room E109, Jennifer Rhodes

and friends.

 

Elementary Children 

K-5th grades Gather in Room 103

(Pastor Sarah’s office) for

fellowship then go to classes

upstairs.

Myers Youth 

6th-12  grades  Meet downstairs

in the Youth Lounge.

th

Small Groups & Sunday School Myers Youth on

a Mission

Allison Evanoff,

evanoffallison@gmail.com;

Tonda Coonce,

tondacoonce@gmail.com

No summer meetings after May 17

mailto:jeanna0513@gmail.com
mailto:jsmrhodes@gmail.com
mailto:lgh1986@aol.com
mailto:jboggess10@gmail.com
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Summer Bible Buddies Program

This summer, we’re inviting all of

our children, readers and non-

readers alike to take part in a

special faith experience: our

Summer Bible Buddy Adoption

Program! 

Beginning May 10 , each child

will be invited to ‘adopt’ a soft,

cuddly Bible Buddy to take home.

Throughout the summer children,

their buddies and families will

explore simple Bible stories and

even pray together in ways that fit

every age and stage.

th

Bible buddies aren’t just for

reading, they’re also prayer

partners.  Children can hold their

Buddy, talk to God, and begin to

learn that prayer is simply sharing

their hearts with someone who

loves them.  And everything is

flexible and designed to meet

families where they are.  Whether

a child is listening, repeating, or

reading, every child can fully

participate.

Our hope is simple: to help

children grow in their faith

through small, meaningful

moments, snuggled up with their

Bible Buddy and discovering that

God knows them, loves them,

hears their prayers, and is always

with them.  

Make sure you come to church in

May to adopt your Buddy and get

ready for the summer adventures!

Buddies are more than welcome in

Sunday school and worship too!  

We can’t wait to see which Buddy

a child chooses, and all the ways

God shows up in these every day

moments. 

Join us beginning May 10  to

make your adoptions in the

hallway with all the windows! We

will begin reading and praying

together when school is out for

summer! Questions? Wish to

Help? Contact Pastor Sarah,

sarah@myersmemorialumc.org

th

Red represents the fire of

the Holy Spirit that came

upon the apostles at

Pentecost (Acts 2:1–4).

It’s a vibrant symbol of

the Church’s birth and

the Spirit’s movement 

in the world. 

Join us for worship on

Pentecost Sunday, May

24 by wearing red. Let’s

fill the church with this

powerful color and

celebrate the Holy Spirit

at work among us!

Stock the Shelves at CAM

July is our month to stock the shelves

at Crisis Assistance Ministry.  Summer

often brings a greater need while

donations slow down and children are

out of school, so every item matters!

We’re telling you now so you can add

a couple items to your regular

shopping trip each week between now

and July!  Don’t forget some of the

more specialized items such low

sodium or child friendly items. Make

this collection about all in the family!  

Allow the children or grandchildren to

pick items to donate too!  

Always Needed Items:

Canned Proteins (tuna,

chicken, beans)

Peanut Butter & Jelly

Pasta & Sauce

Cereal

Oatmeal (microwave packets)

Shelf-stable milk

Canned Fruits & Veggies

Snacks for Kids (granola bars,

crackers)

Hygine items (soap, shampoo,

deoderant, toothpaste)

Toilet Paper & Paper Towels

Let’s help fill the

shelves and care for

our neighbors during a

season of high need!



On Sunday, May 3 we celebrate our known Myers graduates! Join us  in

recognizing them and please keep them in your prayers as they make

this life transition. "For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope". Jeremiah

29:11 (NRSV)

High School Graduates

Brock Davis, Ashbrook High School

Chase Roberts, Forestview High School

Eva Kline, Piedmont Community Charter School

Ella Queen, Forestview High School

Mattie Queen, Forestview  High School

Riley Croft, Kings Mountain High School

Peyton Earls, Highland School of  Technology 

Andrew Walker, Stuart Cramer High School 

Myles Royston, Forestview High School

College Graduates

Ashley Broadwater, Emily Prusia, Olivia Smith

Church Office Hours Monday - Thursdays | 9a to 1p

The Church Office will be Closed on June 18 in observance of

Juneteenth and July 2 in observance of  Independence Day
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The Senior Seekers are seniors

gathering to seek out spiritual

connection, to seek out the love

of  companionship, to seek out a

lovely adventure, good, yummy

food, and some time of  peace

from the everyday challenges in

our lives.

Senior Seekers typically meets the

3rd Thursday of  each month for

a mid-day adventure – from

lunch at our favorite Mexican

restaurant or hopping on the bus

for an adventure, Senior Seekers

is an active bunch of  folks with

more birthday candles! 

Please be mindful of  any costs or

where the group is meeting -

they’re always on the go!

Contact Heather Steffey, Ministry

Coordinator and Senior Seeker

liaison! Give her a call at call 704-

864-3222 ext. 105 or email her at

heather@myersmemorialumc.org 

Senior Seekers Mission Mania

August 3-6

Mission Mania is an exciting,

hands-on mission week for

rising 3rd-9th graders,

happening August 3-6 beginning

at 9am each day. Students will

have the opportunity to serve

alongside beloved Myers adults

and local community partners

like Crisis Assistance Ministry,

Keep Gastonia Beautiful, and

the Rotary Community Garden,

as well as spend meaningful

time with some of  our Myers

members. Each day will include

both service and fun, helping

students build friendships while

making a difference. 

Together, we’ll live out Micah

6:8 in real and tangible ways.

Parents/Guardians can expect a

safe, supervised environment

with caring leaders, and more

details will be shared in June

through eNews, the website,

and mailings to your homes.

Participants should come

prepared each day with closed-

toe shoes, a packed lunch,

sunscreen, and a refillable water

bottle.  We have a cost of  $50

per participant yet we do not

want that to be a hinderance!

Please contact Pastor Sarah or

Pastor Drew to discuss or for

more questions.

Adults Serve in

September

The Adult Intergenerational

Mission Trip to Asheville to

serve with Habitat is coming in

September!  Reach out to Pastor

Drew to express your interest!

drew@myersmemorialumc.org

Bingo with Heather 

It’s game on!  Heather is

breaking out the Bingo cards for

mid-day fun on May 21 at 11:30a

in the CFC.  Invite your friends!

Snacks and prizes will be

available.

A Little Bit of  Art

Meet up in Belmont on June 25,

at 1p.  We’re painting a 25x25

canvas but no fear there are lines

to follow so no worries about

your artistic abilities!  Spaces are

Limited so invite your friends

and sign up soon! This event

cost $25 and reservations are a

must!

Lunch Bunch

Meet up at our favorite Venecia

Italian & Greek Pizzeria on July

16 , 11:30a, Garrison Blvd.  

We’re going dutch treat for this

delicious lunch gathering.

th

www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/Older-Adults

Myers Graduates Celebrated
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Then you have to meet Steve Culbertson! A longtime

Myers member and proud Gastonia native, Steve is being

inducted into the Gaston County Sports Hall of  Fame on

Monday, May 4, in recognition of  his lifelong dedication to

athletics as a player, coach, and official. His passion for

sports and commitment to the community make this honor

especially meaningful.

Steve joins an impressive class of  inductees, including

Harold Varner III, Sylvia Hatchell, and James Worthy and

can still be found in the Ashbrook High School stands

cheering on the Green Wave!

Be sure to congratulate Steve when you see him and if  you

enjoy a good sports conversation or someone to sit with at

a game, he’s your guy!

Do You Like Talking Sports?
www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/Young-Adults

Embrac-ing Summer

Looking for a place to connect and

grow? The Embrace Cohort is for

millennials, Gen Z, and anyone young-

at-heart who wants to share life and

faith together.

Young Adults at Myers Memorial are

invited to take part in the Myers

Embrace Cohort. We meet for monthly

hangouts, Sunday School, and service

projects,  building real community

along the way.

Stay tuned to our website, Facebook

page, and GroupMe for all the latest

updates. Come as you are ~ we can’t

wait to see you!

Monday Night Gathering | 6p-7p 

Childcare Provided. This group will share

highs and lows of  the week, and then

put relevant topics in conversation with

faith (see dates and topics below).

Childcare is provided while adults are in

study.  Afterwards, the group has plans

to go out to dinner together.

Mark these Mondays on your calendars,  

May 4 & 18, June 1, 15 & 29, July 27,

August 10 & 24 where we’ll discuss

topics such as Faith in Pop Culture,

Parents, Deconstruction, and Reconstruction.  

We have plans in the 

works for dinner off  

campus, maybe another 

round of  trivia and other 

social events. 

Cereal for CAM

Club 345 used Myers

Mission Money from the

Egg Hunt to help stock

cereal for CAM. The

children chose how to give,

and the Outreach Team did

the shopping.

It was a joy to visit the

pantry, learn about all the

ways CAM helps and then  

stock the shelves!

Pajamas for Kids

Thanks to your support of

our budget and the Palm

Sunday Egg Hunt, children

were able to donate

pajamas to kids at the Cathy

Cloninger Domestic

Violence Shelter. 

Egg Hunt money also

helped provide snacks for

the Pantry in the Patch,

which our Sunday morning

children help restock.

If your routine changes in the

summer, there are still plenty of

ways to stay connected during the

week! The Wash Hut meets each

Monday, Trinity Memories Café

gathers on the second Tuesday, &

Mission Possible occasionally has

a job on the weekdays. Call the

church office or email Pastor

Drew to get connected.
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