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OUR MISSION   
The Mission of Myers Memorial United Methodist 

Church is to cultivate a Christ-centered community that 
welcomes, loves, and serves one another & the world. 

I can’t believe how quickly we are moving toward spring and 

toward Lent and Easter. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning 

of Lent on February 18, and I have always loved Ash 

Wednesday. 

This year, I invite each of you to mark your calendars and 

make plans to participate in Pathways of Prayer and Wonder. You 

will have two opportunities to take part on February 18: drop 

in from 10 to 11 am or from 6 to 7:30 pm. 

This experiential journey will lead you through six different 

stations, with instructions at each one. You will begin in the 

parlor and then follow the signs to each subsequent station, 

in order, with one station offering the imposition of ashes 

and ending at the altar in the sanctuary. 

I truly cannot think of a better way to begin Lent than by 

spending some intentional, unhurried time with our Lord as 

we prepare our hearts. 

Of course, Holy Week will be a time of reflection and 

worship, beginning with Palm Sunday on March 29 and 

continuing through Holy Thursday (April 2) and Good 

Friday (April 3). On Easter morning (April 5), we will 

celebrate our risen Lord at our Sunrise Service at 7a in the 

Columbarium and then praise God together again during our 

regular Sunday services at 9a and 11a. 

Our church wide theme for 2026, “What Does the Lord 

Require?” based on Micah 6:8, will be a central thread as we 

journey together this year. Scripture calls us outwardly to do 

justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God. The 

inner work that leads us there, however, may look different 

for each of us. 

     continued on page 3 

 

A ~ NEW~ DAY OF OVERFLOW  

WITH REV. DR. JOHN MCGILL 

Due to winter weather, we had to move 

this special event to Sunday, February 15 

and we hope you’ll still join us. We’ll gather 

for one combined worship service at 10a 

with guest preacher and teacher Dr. John 

McGill of We Do EQ. 

After worship, stay for a potluck lunch and 

a time of teaching and conversation. Dr. 

McGill’s work in emotional intelligence and 

faithful leadership will help us grow in self-

awareness, communication, empathy, and 

trust ~ practices that strengthen not only 

individuals but our life together as a 

church. 

This day invites us to listen for how God is 

shaping Myers Memorial UMC as we live 

into our 2026 theme: “What does the Lord 

require?” based on Micah 6:8.   

Attendance and Potluck sign up links and 

more information can be found at 

www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/overflow. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP & SPECIAL SERVICES 

Join us for Worship Each Sunday at 9a and 11a in 

the Sanctuary and via live stream on Facebook, 

YouTube, and our Church Website. We hope you 

will make space for worship at Myers. Make note of 

special extra services this season and invite 

someone to join you! 

LENT 2026 | February 18 ~ April 4 

Lent is the season of 40 days preceding Easter (not 

counting Sundays) and not counting Easter! We 

hope you will commit to a season of Lenten 

disciplines that will help you grow closer to Christ.  

Lenten Sermon Series: Into the Wilderness This 

Lent, we journey with Jesus through baptism, 

wilderness, temptation, and trust, discovering how 

God meets us in our doubts and daily struggles. 

Together, we will explore what it means to release 

feelings of unworthiness, resist the pull of power 

and excess, and learn to depend fully on God rather 

than going it alone. 

Our journey continues through Holy Week with a 

Good Friday Tenebrae service, leading into Easter 

morning as we celebrate Christ’s resurrection at 

Sunrise Worship and again in our Easter services. 

On Easter, we are reminded that the risen Christ 

calls us to be salt and light in a dark world, living 

out our faith right where we are, in our homes, 

neighborhoods, and community.  

February 18: Ash Wednesday Prayer Stations; 

drop in, 10a-11a & 6p-7:30p 

March 29: Palm Sunday Worship & Procession of 

Palms, 9a & 11a; Children’s Egg Hunt, 10a  

April 2: Maundy Thursday, 6p, Sanctuary  

April 3: Service of Darkness (Tenebrae), 6p, 

Sanctuary.  

 

April 5: Easter Sunday Worship, 7a, 9a, 11a; 

Sunday School, 10a; Bring fresh flowers to 

decorate the ‘old rugged cross’. Butterfly 

Release at 9:45ish at the Cross.  

PASTOR APPRECIATION IN FEBRUARY 

February is our month to show love and 

appreciation for our wonderful pastoral team. Each 

Sunday we will celebrate a different pastor: 

February 8 for Pastor Sarah Davis, February 15 for 

Pastor Drew Nix, and February 22 for Pastor Andy 

Curtis.  Beginning February 1, 'love note' boxes will 

be available in the Narthex so you can share words 

of encouragement and gratitude. Check your email 

for additional ways to show the love throughout the 

month. If you have any questions, please contact Jill 

Johnson (coachjdj@bellsouth.net) or Allison 

Evanoff (evanoffallison@gmail.com). 

GROUNDED IN GRACE | MARCH 3-31 

This six-week study, facilitated by Pastor Andy, will 

meet on Tuesdays at 6:30pm from March 3 through 

March 31 in Room CFC106. Drawing from Dr. 

John McGill’s work on emotional intelligence, each 

scripture-based session offers space for discussion, 

reflection, and curiosity as we deepen gratitude in 

daily life. An electronic copy of the study will be 

provided during the first week. If you are seeking a 

faith-filled pause and a deeper sense of gratitude, 

this study is a meaningful place to begin. To share 

your interest, contact Heather Steffey, Ministry 

Coordinator, at Heather@MyersMemorialUMC.org 

or 704-864-3222 ext. 105. 

EGG-CITING TIMES!  

It’s going to be an egg-citing time celebrating the 

surprises of Easter at our annual children’s egg hunt 

on March 29! We have lots of empty eggs ready to 

go...would you be willing to pick up a bundle in 

early March, fill them, and return them by March 

22? Eggs can include candy and non-food items like 

stickers, bouncy balls, or small toys. Thank you for 

helping to create fun for our children!  

 
Facebook.com/myersmemorial 

YouTube.com/c/MyersMemorialUMCGastonia 
Instagram.com/myersmemorialumc 
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SAVING GRACE | APRIL 6 - MAY 11 

A Guide to Financial Well-Being Study 

Looking for a faithful, practical way to think 

about money? Join Saving Grace, a six-week 

study designed to help people of faith build 

healthy relationships with money and align 

their finances with their faith journey. 

Facilitated by Sherry Bumgardner, this class 

includes simple worksheets, budgeting tools, 

discussion, and optional video content. 

Mondays at 6:30 pm, April 6–May 11. Books 

will be available to order. All are welcome. 

Please share your interest in participating with 

Heather Steffey, 704-864-3222 ext. 105, or 

Heather@MyersMemorialUMC.org. Books 

will be available to order as we approach the 

study date.   

FROM CATERPILLARS TO BUTTERFLIES 

The butterfly is a mesmerizing creation that 

captures the beauty of God’s creative power 

to transform even the tiniest creatures. You 

are invited see for your own eyes this 

transformative power through purchasing 

caterpillars and raising them to butterflies for 

an Easter morning release! Don’t worry! It’s 

simple and plenty of instructions will be 

provided! You can order a starter kit for $15 

(caterpillars and cage) or individual caterpillars 

for $2 each (if you need a few more or already 

have a cage). Orders are due to the Church 

Office by March 1st. All details can be found 

online at www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/

butterfly Caterpillars will arrive to the church 

mid-March. You will be notified when they 

are ready for pick up and your prompt 

response to pick up is necessary so that they 

are in the proper stage for an Easter release 

(April 5) no matter where you are to celebrate 

the Risen Savior in 2026!  
Rev. Andy (Andrea) Curtis 

Andy@MyersMemorialUMC.org | 704-864-3222 ext. 106 

continued from page 1 

Paul gives us this reminder in Romans 12:2 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is, his good, pleasing, 

and perfect will.” 

Jesus, too, gives a mandate to his disciples in 

Matthew 28:19, calling us to go, make disciples, 

baptize, and teach. And in Luke 10:27, he offers a 

simple and challenging summary: to love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and 

mind, and to love your neighbor as yourself. 

Perhaps one way we begin living into transformed 

lives and deeper discipleship is by starting on Ash 

Wednesday and walking through Lent with this 

honest question: What do you require of me, Lord? 

How do I seek to do justice, love mercy, and walk 

humbly with you? 

I look forward to hearing your stories of how God 

has been at work, is at work, and will continue to 

work in your heart this year. 

With a Grateful Heart, Pastor Andy 



4 

 

FAITH ON PURPOSE 

Myers Youth ministry invites you to experience Faith on 

Purpose! This spring, a special guest will join our youth 

for a conversation about their life, calling, and how they 

put their faith in action. Myers Adults and Community 

Members are welcome to join us from 6–7p to hear 

from our guest speaker and then take part in small 

group discussion led by Pastor Drew. Come see 

firsthand what God is doing in and through our youth ~ 

and be encouraged in your own faith journey along the 

way!  Presentations will be held in the Choir Room. 

February 1: Chong Saile, Faith in Korea and Beyond 

February 22: Jan Lineberger, Reclaiming Evangelism 

March 22: Haley Givens, Wesley Foundation 

Chaplain, Wake Forest Univ., Living Faith in College 

April 26: Danielle Webb, Displaced Roses, Director 

Faith with the Unhoused 

ADULT STUDIES & SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUPS 

There’s a place for everyone to grow in faith at Myers 

Memorial UMC! Whether you’re looking for a weekly 

Bible study, a Sunday morning class, or a discussion-

based group, you’ll find opportunities for learning, 

connection, and spiritual growth throughout the week.  

Please check out the many offerings for adults at 

www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/adult. 

INTERGENERATIONAL MISSION TRIP 

Are you curious about serving together with adults from 

other We invite you to an Intergenerational Mission 

Trip Information Meeting on Sunday, February 8, 10a in 

the CFC. This is an opportunity to learn more about the 

upcoming mission trip, ask questions, and explore what 

participation might look like for you. Whether you are 

feeling a clear nudge to serve or simply want to listen 

and discern, this meeting is a welcoming space to 

discover how God may be calling you. Our plans are to 

return to the Asheville area, serving with Habitat for 

Humanity as we continue to assist in hurricane recover.  

Our week of service will be September 13-19, 2026. 

  

ONGOING/WEEKLY GROUPS  

SUN: Worship 9a & 11a; Sunday 
School for all ages 10a; Praise Team 
4p; Myers Youth, 5p; Sunday Study 
6p; Women’s Small Group 7p  

1st SUN: UMM, Communion  

MON: The Wash Hut, 9a-3p; DYEP; 
Soccer Shots, 5:30p; Embrace 
Cohort 6p (bi-weekly) 

1st MON: Sandwich Brigade, 2p 

TUES: Grief Support Group 10a; 
AlAnon 11a; DYEP 

2nd TUES: Weekend Backpack 
Packing 2:30p 

3rd TUES: Alzheimer’s Support 
Group 3:30p  

WED: DYEP; Girl Scouts. 5:30p; 
Chancel Bells Rehearsal 6p; Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal, 7p  

2nd WED: Memories Café, 11a 

THURS: Thursday Morning Study 10a; 
NA 7p 

2nd THURS: Joy Circle, 12p 

3rd THURS: Senior Seekers, 11:30a 

SAT: Soccer Shots, 9a 

SPECIAL WORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES  
February 15: Day of Overflow, 10a 
March 29: Palm Sunday, 9a & 11a 
April 2: Maundy Thursday, 6p 
April 3: Good Friday, Tennebrae, 6p 
April 5: Easter Sunday, 7a, 9a & 11a 
May 3: Graduation Recognition 

Sunday, 9a & 11a  
May 24: Pentecost Sunday, 9a & 11a 
September 27: Pumpkin Sunday 

FIND IT ON OUR WEBSITE 
www.MyersMemorialUMC.org  

/Give /Youth /Children /TMC   
/Young-Adults /Worship /Serve 

/Older-Adults /TWH 
/TheStainedGlassWindows  
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THE WASH HUT 

A huge thank you to the volunteers who make this 

outreach possible. Every shift served, every meal 

shared, every load cleaned, and every supply 

purchased helps keep The Wash Hut going. In just 

the first seven months of operation, we have 

welcomed 127 individuals to utilize this ministry. 

The Wash Hut is not exclusive to Myers Memorial 

UMC, and we joyfully welcome volunteers from 

beyond our congregation to serve our neighbors. 

Invite someone to serve with you. To learn more, 

shop the wish list or to volunteer, visit 

www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/TWH. 

EMBRACE COHORT | YOUNG ADULTS 

Looking for a place to connect and grow? The 

Embrace Cohort is for millennials, Gen Z, and 

anyone young-at-heart who wants to share life and 

faith together. Young Adults at Myers Memorial are 

invited to take part in the Myers Embrace Cohort. 

We meet for monthly hangouts, Sunday School, and 

service projects ~ building real community along 

the way.  

February 8: Super Bowl Party & Finger Food Fun, 

Trice Home, 5:30p 

February 12: Trivia Night at Primal Brewery, 

Belmont, 7p 

March 1: Intergenerational Trivia Night in the 

CFC, 5p-7p 

March 7: Capybara Encounter at Darby Farm 

April 10: Trivia Night @ CityCade, Gastonia, 7p 

The Embrace Cohort meets bi-weekly on Mondays 

in the CFC from 6p-7p, sharing the highs and lows 

of the week, and then put relevant topics in 

conversation with faith. Childcare is provided while 

adults are in study and often the group goes to 

dinner following our gathering. Check out the list of 

topics at www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/young-

adults. Pastor Drew is the contact for this gathering 

(drew@myersmemorialumc.org). 

MYERS CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

The youngest among us are growing deep and tall as 

we discover how wide and wonderful God’s love is! 

We have three Sunday School classes for children 

from our 5th graders down to our 2½-year-olds.  

We are grateful for dedicated teachers that love to 

open the Word of God for our children to discover!  

As we walk into the Lenten Season, families will be 

equipped with at-home practices and Sunday School 

will explore stories of Jesus’ life and ministry. 

Grown-ups who bring children to church, please let 

Pastor Sarah know if you’d like to be added to her 

email list for the latest news and opportunities for 

children (birth through 5th grade) at Myers 

Memorial UMC.  You can reach Pastor Sarah at 

sarah@myersmemorialumc.org.  

CLUB345 

Calling all 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders! This small 

group is all about fun, fellowship, service, and study. 

We’ll meet on the following Sundays from 5p-

7p.  We can’t wait to see where Jesus leads us! 

February 15: Rock On!  We’re preparing our 

hearts and minds for Lent, as well as the palms 

for Ash Wednesday! 

March 15:  Easter ~ All the Feels From the fun 

of egg hunts to the varied events of Jesus’ last 

days and the deep sadness of ‘that’ Friday, to the 

exuberance of Easter ~ it’s a real emotional roller 

coaster!  We’ll explore the feelings and stories of 

Jesus’ last week. 

April 12: Growing in God’s Love Spring reminds 

us that God is always bringing new life, hope, 

and growth. Just like plants need care to grow, 

people and communities grow when we show 

God’s love through our actions.  

 

 

 

 

Children’s Egg Hunt 
Sunday, March 29 

10a | Meet in the CFC 
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MYERS YOUTH MINISTRY 

For all the latest details please make sure you’re 

receiving all the news from Pastor Drew via the 

monthly email as well as our private WhatsApp 

channel. You can find youth details in weekly 

c h u r c h  e N e w s ,  I n s t a g r a m  a n d 

www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/youth. In addition to 

Sunday Mornings at 10a, Myers Youth meet most 

every Sunday night. We want you to be a part of 

Myers Youth! Unless otherwise noted, come in the 

Backdoor and we’ll see you from 5p to 7p.  

Feb. 1: Special Guest Sunday: Chong Saile, Faith 

in Korea & Beyond 

Feb. 15: Day of Overflow, CFC, 12p-2p; Study 

Sunday: What are YOUR spiritual gifts? 

Feb. 18: Ash Wednesday Prayer Stations, Parlor, 

10a-11a & 6p-7:30p (drop in) 

Feb. 22: Special Guest Sunday: Jan Lineberger, 

Reclaiming Evangelism  

Mar. 1: Sunday Funday: Intergenerational Trivia 

Night 

Mar. 8: Study Sunday: The Tools You Have  

Mar. 15: Sunday Serve: Community Garden  

Mar. 22: Special Guest Sunday: Haley Givens, 

WFU, Living Faith in College  

Mar. 29: Palm Sunday; Surprise Sunday  

April 5: Easter Sunday, Worship at 7a, 9a, 11a 

April 12: Study Sunday, Dreaming God’s Dream 

April 19: Sunday Serve: Making Sandwiches for 

the Unhoused with other UM Youth 

Fellowships 

April 26: Special Guest: Danielle Webb of 

Displaced Roses; Faith with the Unhoused 

60+ IS NOW ‘SENIOR SEEKERS’ 

We are seniors gathering to seek out spiritual 

connection, to seek out the love of companionship, 

to seek out a lovely adventure, good, yummy food, 

and some time of peace from the everyday 

challenges in our lives. Contact Heather Steffey, 

Ministry Coordinator and Senior Seeker liaison to 

be added to the list or to RSVP! You may call 

Heather at 704-864-3222 ext. 105 or email her at 

heather@MyersMemorialUMC.org. And we’ve got 

our own webpage! Check it out at   

www.myersmemorialumc.org/older-adults and use it as a 

resource for sharing details with others and 

reservation links! 

February 19 | 11:30a | CFC Enjoy snack bites 

and great insights with estate planning attorney, 

Sabrina Winters.  

March 1 | 5p-7p | Intergenerational Trivia 

Night with Myers Youth. Multigenerational 

teams will be formed so bring your generational 

wisdom!  Adults are asked to bring entrée dishes 

for a potluck. And there are John Wesley 

bobbleheads for the winners! 

March 19 | 11:30a | Lunch Bunch  Meet at 

AmberJack Seafood & Steaks (4253 S. New Hope 

Rd, Gastonia) for lunch and fellowship. 

April 18 | Day Trip to Biltmore  Hop on the  

church bus for a day trip to see the beautiful 

Biltmore in bloom!  The bus leaves at 8:30a, 

returning around 6p.  Heather has sent all the 

details in the Senior Seekers eNews.  Please read 

them carefully as there will be arrangements you 

will need to make! 

YOUTH SUMMER MISSION EXPERIENCE | JUNE 7-13, 2026 | ASP | LOCATION TBA 

Registration is now open for our one Youth Mission Trip for rising 7th graders-graduating 12th graders. 

It’s important that you register sooner than later because that helps determine our service site! Students 

do not need to be members of Myers to attend, and friends are welcome. Thanks to a very successful 

pumpkin patch, this represents a 50 percent reduced cost for all students, and full scholarships are avail-

able. Questions? Contact Pastor Drew, connect with last year’s participants, or check out photos on our 

youth social media pages. Sign Up at www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/youth. 
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TIME TO ORDER EASTER LILIES  

You’re invited to decorate the Sanctuary with 

beautiful Easter Lilies this Easter. The cost is $15 

per plant The flower pot base will be wrapped, 

including a bow, and delivered to the church for us 

to enjoy on Easter Sunday! Lilies can be given in 

honor or in memory of loved ones and 

acknowledgments will be printed as well as shared 

on the Sanctuary screens. Online orders and 

payments are accepted, checks may be written to 

MMUMC memo: Easter Lilies. You can also order 

online at www.MyersMemorialUMC.org/worship 

or by calling Judy in the church office 704-864-

3222. There will not be extra lilies ordered, so 

please complete your order by March 1. 

STAY IN THE KNOW! 

In addition to the Wednesday MidWeek News and 

our quarterly newsletter, The Messenger, you’re 

invited to sign up for other digital 

communications. Web addresses are case sensitive, 

so please type them exactly as written.  

Prayer Chain: tiny.cc/MyersPrayerChain 

Myers Mission Monthly: tiny.cc/MyersMission 

The Wash Hut Update: tiny.cc/TheWashHut 

MidWeek News: tiny.cc/MMUMCeNews 

Senior Seekers: tiny.cc/SrSeekers 

Youth Ministry:  tiny.cc/MyersYouth 

        (exclusive to youth and their responsible adults) 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 2026  

This summer, we are excited to invite our whole 

church family into something a little new and very 

meaningful. Vacation Bible Camp, or VBC, is a 

refreshed vision of a traditional 

Vacation Bible School 

experience, designed for all 

ages and stages of life. 

Families, friends, besties, and 

multi-generational groups are 

all invited to learn, worship, 

serve, and have fun together. 

VBC will take place July 17–19, 2026, at 

Christmount Christian Assembly in Black 

Mountain, North Carolina. Nestled in the 

mountains, Christmount offers a beautiful and 

welcoming setting where we can slow down, 

connect with one another, and pay attention to 

God’s presence among us. Throughout the 

weekend, participants will explore the love of 

Jesus, the beauty of God’s creation, and the 

movement of the Holy Spirit.  

Our time together will include Bible study, hands-

on activities, fellowship, service activities, and 

plenty of joy, all thoughtfully designed so people 

of all ages and abilities can fully participate as we 

seek answers to the question “What Does The 

Lord Require?” from Micah 6:8.  

We hope you’ll join this overnight, 

multigenerational journey into justice, kindness, 

and humility (Micah 6:8). A sample schedule will 

be shared soon, but now is the perfect time to 

begin imagining what God might do through this 

shared experience. 

Housing and meals will be included in the final 

price. We are working to make VBC extremely 

affordable so that everyone who wants to attend 

can do so.  Family units will stay together, allowing 

all ages to participate comfortably and 

meaningfully throughout the weekend.   

If you are interested in learning more or would like 

to be part of VBC 2026, Pastor Sarah & Pastor 

Drew invite you to express your interest using the 

link at www.myersmemorialumc.org/vbc 
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